Neighbourhood Plan Consultation 4 January 2018
More than 85 people came along to this event - including principle and second home owners,
developers and land owners, representatives of neighbouring parishes as well as Borough Councillor
Liz Watson, plus current and previous Mayors of Hunstanton - Adrian Winnington and Andrew
Murray. Everybody took the time to go through the exhibition material in detail and most people
also completed the feedback forms offering their views and suggestions on the Draft Policies. The
success of the day was helped enormously by the villagers who baked cakes, organised teas and set
up the exhibition making this a real community event. We are also very grateful to Hunstanton Civic
Society, Sedgeford Parish Council and Hunstanton U3A for the loan of display boards.
It is clear from the feedback received that there is very strong community support for the
Neighbourhood Plan and the majority of the proposed policies. One of the key themes in the
exhibition was that of new homes and this aspect is reported on below.
New Homes
Based on feedback from previous consultations we explored the possibility of a small housing
allocation in the village (the exhibition panels are reproduced below). It is important to note that the
intention is not to seek to increase the overall quantum of housing growth envisaged by the Local
Plan but to provide a more locally sustainable approach that has the support of the community.
Five alternative sites (shown on the map) were identified for the consultation as follows:
•

•

•

Two sites put forward by developers in response to the Borough Council’s “Call for Sites”
 Land at the northern end of Eastgate, behind the Old Smithy (referred to locally as
Marsh Lane) – actually proposed as a site for holiday lodges
 Land in the centre of the village, located between Eastgate and Kirkgate
Two sites suggested by parishioners through the NDP Questionnaire Survey
 Land owned by the Parish Council, adjacent to the Park Piece off Peddars Way
 The Old Cricket Pitch, south of Main Road off Chalk Pit Lane
One further site which came forward as a direct result of consulting the owner of the
Old Cricket Pitch
 Land off Eastgate to the south of the Old Dairy and north of The Square, currently
including an agricultural barn (Eastgate Barns)

Consultees were provided with feedback forms and asked to indicate whether they would / would
not support each (or any) of the sites – limiting the number supported to a maximum of two. 67
forms were returned. The overall pattern of voting and the response for those on the Electoral
Register only was very similar and of note:
•

•

The two sites proposed via the Borough Council’s Call (Marsh Lane and
Eastgate/Kirkgate) attracted very low levels of support (3% - 9% of the votes) and very
high levels of “objection” (76% - 85%).
The two sites put forward in the NDP Survey (Chalk Pit Lane and Peddars Way) each
attracted reasonable levels of support (c30% - 40%) but the vote was divided and each
also attracted a number of “objections” .

•

The final site (Eastgate Barn) was supported by c70–75 % of voters, with only 16% of all
respondents and 23% of those on the Electoral Roll not supporting this option.

The preferences expressed are very clear with Eastgate Barn emerging as the preferred and least
controversial option and with a very good level of support. On this basis the site will be taken
forward for further analysis and discussion with the landowner. Any decision on an allocation must
also take account of a formal evaluation of the suitability of the site based on the standard (HELAA)
form of assessment.
An allocation would provide the opportunity for parishioners to influence the type of development
they would prefer to see. It is very clear from the NDP consultations that there are strong views
about the sorts of places that any new homes should go, the way in which they are fitted in with the
existing housing stock, the size, style and building materials that should be used in their
construction. Many of these views are influenced by our recent experience in the Parish –
something which stands out very clearly in the free text comments recorded by individuals who
participated in the survey. This is something we would like to take on board through the NDP by
putting together a package of policies that will help to ensure that going forward both new and
replacement dwellings will provide a better reflection of local needs and preferences.
The next consultation will be at Draft Plan Stage when there will be a further chance to comment –
but meanwhile the NDP Team will continue to provide updates at monthly Parish Council meetings
so please come along and participate.

Sites consultation material presented in the exhibition

